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The Future of Pacific Asia Cities 
(This repon was sourced from repons by rhe UN Centre for Human Settlements and other presentations at the CityNer Congress in Bangkok 

between October 29 and November 2, 200 J ) 

WHEN MAYORS and city officials from morc than 100 loca l 

authorities in 20 countries, mostly in the Pacific Asia region, mer 

to discuss the future of urban growth in the region. they declared 

their commitment to creating "people-fr iendly cities that are 

socia ll y just, ecologica ll y sustain able, politically participatory, 

economica ll y productive and culturall y vibranr." Few in the 

travel industry would argue w ith that goal. Cities a re the 

vanguards of tourism. 

Bur Illany ciries are facing serious challenges. According to 

Ms. Keiko Okaido, Deputy Executive Secretary of the United 

Na tions Economic and Social Commiss ion for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP), three trends are emerging: 

1. This century will be an urban century. More people now 

li ve in cities in the Pacific Asia region than ever before. By 

2025, most of the region's population wilJ live in urban areas. 

2. This century will be character ised by globa lisation of 

economies and information. Cities, rather than countries, 

will compete against each other for fo reign investment. 

3. A city's ecologica l footprint on the earth is great and w ill 

continue to increase. 

A World of Cities 

Since the 19th century, the collective population of the world's 

cities grew from less than 30 million to 3 billion. Today, 

the planer hosts 19 cities with 10 million or more people; 22 

cities with 5 to 10 million people; 370 cities wirh 1 to 5 million 

people; and 433 cities with 0.5 to 1 million. By 2030, over 60 

percenr of a ll people (4.9 billion out of 8.1 billion) will live 

in cities. 

Burdened with all the problems of growth, cities are increasingly 

subject to dramatic cri ses, especia lly in developing countries. 

Unemployment, environmenta l degradation, lack of urban serv ices, 

deterioration of ex isting infrastructure and lack of access to land, 

finance and adequate shelter are among the main areas of concern. 

---------------

The development of contemporary societies will depend 

largely on understanding and managing the growth of cities. The 

city will increasingly become the test bed for the adequacy of 

political insritutions, performance of government agencies and 

effectiveness of programmes to com bar socia l exclusion, protect 

and repair the environment and promote human development. 

All of these have a significant spin-off impacr on the health and 

functionality of travel and tourism. 

Mega-Cities in the Developing World 

The rise of the mega-city (cities of at least 10 million people) in 

developing countries over the past 20 years is of concern because 

of an incapacity to increase the provision of housing and bas ic 

services at the same pace. There is currently an ex tremely rapid 

displacement of developed country cities on the list of the world's 

30 largest cities by those in developing countries. 

Between 1980 and 2000 Lagos (Nigeria ), Dhaka (Bangladesh), 

Cairo (Egypr ), Tianjin (China (PRC)), H yderabad and Lahore 

(India ), along with several others in developing countries, were 

added to the li st, By 2010, Lagos is projected to become the rhird 

largest city in the world. 

At rhe same time, Essen (Germany), Milan (Italy) and 

London (UK) have all disappeared from among the top 30 cities, 

and New York (USA), Osaka (Japan) and Paris (France) will have 

slipped farther down the li st by 2010. Among developed 

countries, only Tokyo (Japan) will have held its place - as rhe 

largest urban agglomeration in the world - for 30 yea rs. 

None of these great cities, with the possible exception of 

London, will have lost population over the 30-year span. Mega

cities are sti ll growing, but in the developed world they are part 

of the general slowdown of urban growth rates to a global rate 

of about one-third of one percent per year. The overall 

urbanisation rate in Asia, by contrast, is four times that and this 

is reAected in the growth of its mega-cities. 
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The Pacific Asia Region 

The urban population in the Paci fic As ia region today accounts 

for 35 percent of the tota l population of 3,515 mi llion. By 2020, 

it is expected to rise to 46 percent o f its projected tota l of 4,298 

mill ion, and cross the 50 percent mark by 2025. 

In recent years, the Pacific As ia region has been known for 

extremely high rates of industrialisation. An average urban 

growth ra te o f about 2.7 percent per yea r is nearly 27 percent 

greater than the global average (2.11 percent), and the absolute 

num ber of urban residents is nea rl y triple that in the highly 

industria lised countries . Both China (PRC) (2.47) and Ind ia 

(2.84) are close to the regional average rate of urban growth in 

the past fi ve yea rs. Southeast Asia has the highest urban growth 

in the region a t 3.57 percent, fo llowed by South-centra l Asia at 

2.97 percent. Eastern Asia and Oceania have the lowest urban 

growth rates at 2.02 percent and 1.21 percent, respective ly. 

Vulne ra bility of the Urba n Po or 

Countries that had achieved well -functioning cit ies in a steady 

process of improvement over a period of 20-30 years saw the 

collapse of urban functions in the wake of the financial cri ses o f 

the 1990s. The economic conrrac tion affected millions, 

aggravating social vulnerabilit ies, reducing incomes, ri si ng 

absolute poverty and malnu tri tion, decl ining public se rvices, 

threa ts to educational and hea lth status, increased pressure on 

women, and increased cri me and violence. Poverty rose as a 

result of cutbacks in both public and priva te employment as well 

as in public expenditure fo r health and educa tion. 

From a number of perspectives. national and loca l 

authorities are not prepa red to manage urban development in 

favour of the poor, who usuall y rake up illega l residence on the 

peri phery o f the ci ty. These settlements become appa ll ing slums, 

offering their inhab itants little hope of improving their li ves . 

They li ve densely packed, subject to heavy ra ins or sudden fires. 

They have precarious employment, in the formal o r informal 

sector. They are exposed to higher incidence of disease, arbitrary 

arrest and forced eviction. Neglected by formal institu tions they 

are ofren left unprotected against violence, drug dealers, corrupt 

officials, unscru pulous slumlords and organised crime. 

Lesson in Governa nce 

In As ia, cities became the locus of bad debt genera ted in large 

part by a vast ove r-supply of midd le and upper-class housing 

estates, condomin iums, horels and o ffice towers. The Asia crisis 

revea led one negative side of global isa tion. The prospect of global 

markets fuelled the des ire of many entrepreneurs and some 

government off icia ls to cash in quickly. It increased the 

opportunities for crony capitalism and corruption. E.xpecting a rising 

tide to float a ll ships. it diverted attention from the basic needs 

o f those who are normall y excluded or could not participate. 

The silver lin ing is tha t the increased pace of urban isa tion 

and its li nkages to economic globalisa rion have reinvigorated 

interest in good ur ban governance and its links to economic 

growth. The combined effect o f economic foibles and fa il ures is 

hel ping to define the fu ndamenta ls o f good governance, made 

conspicllo ll s by thei r absence: fi scal di scipline, fa ir and 

transpa rent resource a lloca tion, effect ive and predicta ble 

regulato ry systems, fid uciary responsibil ity, strategic plann ing, 

independenr and just mechanisms for conflic t reso lution, 

participatory decision-making, safety and securi ty fo r all , open 

in fo rmation flows and ethical behav iour. 

CASE STUDIES 

Here are some concrete examples of "silver linings" in Pacific Asia urban and infrastructure development, many of 
which are directly related to global sports events that have galvanised travel and tourism: 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

Australia's commercia l capital, Sydney hosted the 2000 Olympics, considered the most successful Games ever held. On the edge of the 

Sydney caD is Pyrmont, which along with its adjoining district, Ultimo, were for more than a century a mainstay of Sydney 's wool 

storage, sugar refin ing, fl our milling and shipping industries. By the ea rl y 1990s, Pyrmont was dyi ng. Once-thri ving industries closed, 

most of the population moved away, and there was a steady deterioration in services. 

Now, after 10 yea rs of intensive master-planning, large-scale infrastructure provision and property redevelopment, Pyrmont is 

being brought back to life. Projections are on target for increases in the number of res idents (3.,000 in 1992 to 20,000 in 2021) and 

workers (14,000 to 40,000 in the same period). The basic premise of the ambitious urban consolidation programme was to bri ng surplus 

government land to the marketplace and to encourage redevelopment by the private sector - both residentia l and commercia l. 
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The metamorphosis was spearheaded by the New South Wales Government's City West Development Corporation, which also 

generated income of nearly AU$90 million through the sa le of redundant government land. More than AU$240 million of 

Commonwealth and State funding went into new services, roadways and infrastructure, and a joint effort by the public and private 

secrers. Now, there is a vibrant cafe scene~ international offerings ranging from Middle Eastern rugs to gourmet Austra lian produce and 

an unhurried atmosphere that sets this precinct apart from the Sydney CBD. 

Media, telecommunications and hospitality industries are among those drawing newcomers. The Darling Island Centre housed the 

Sydney Media Centre during the 2000 Olympics, and the operations of Fonel, Network Ten and News Interactive form pan of Pyrmont's 

face of the new millennium. Of course, it helps to be backed by the AU$212 bi ll ion economy of New South Wales. 

BEIJING. CHINA (PRC) 

The Olympic Movement's Agenda 21 was Beij ing's guideline for 

winning the 2008 Olympic Games which it has promised will be 

a "Green Olympics." T he Games 3re designed to serve as a 

catalyst for environmental improvement and wi ll help promote 

sustainable development in Beijing and China (I>RC). By 2007, 

Beijing plans to invest up to US$12.2 billion in protecting the 

environment. Since 1998, a tota l of US$3 .63 bi ll ion has already 

been spent on spreading the use of clean fuels, controlling gas 

pollutant em iss ion~ treating wastewater, safe disposal of solid 

waste and protecting wildlife species. Strict emission standards 

were set in place since 1999, which require a reduction of 

emiss ions by 80 percent. Between 2004 and 2007 .. even stricter 

standards will be set to fu nher reduce emission by 60 percent. 

Altogether, by 2007: 

• 90 percent of Beijing buses and 70 percent of the rax is wi ll 

use clean natu ra l gas. Five new subway lines will be 

built, tota lling 114 ki lometres in length. The handling 

capacity of the city's bus services will [each 19.5 million 

persons per day. 

• The usage of natural gas will be quintupled over 2000. No 

fuel coal wi ll be used except in a few large boi lers in power 

plants. Fourteen more wastewater treatment plants wi ll be 

built to increase the treating capacity to 90 percent of the 

tota l the city produces. And 50 percent of the t reared waste 

water will be reused. 

• 100 percent of urban garbage will be safely disposed of, 

up from 80 percent at present. At the same time, 50 

percent of the domestic waste wiU be sorted before being 

collected and 30 percent wi ll be recycled. 

• Trees will cover 70 percent of Beijing's mOllntainous areas. 

It will also develop more than 23,000 hectares of 

green belts along the major rivers and roads and 12,000 

hectares of forest strips to separate the city from the 

surrounding countryside . 

• Key industries wi ll be restructured and the 200 industrial 

enterprises in the downtown area wi ll be moved out. By 

the time rhe Olympic Games opens in 2008, a new Beijing 

of fresh air, beautiful environment and sound ecosystem 

will emerge. 

KUALA LUMPUR. MALAYSIA 

The holding of the Commonwealth Games in 1998 was one of catalysts for a host of multi-million dollar projects. Malaysia has crea ted 

rhe Multimedia Super Corridor (MSq - a world-fi rst, greenfield "corridor." 15 killS wide and 50 kms long, tOugWy the size of Singapore. 

This corr idor stretches from the Kua la Lumpur city centre, which houses the world's tallest bui ld ings, the Petronas Twin Towers, 

down south to the future federal administrative city Putrajaya and the region's largest international airpo rt) the Kuala Lumpur 

International Airport (KLIA). The Prime Minister of Malaysia moved his office to Putrajaya in 1999, and other departments are 

fo llowing in stages. 

The MSC is an ambitious plan to transform rubber and pa lm-oil plan rations into Southeast Asia's Si licon Va lley. Malaysia has 

commirred a massive MYR48 billion in investment fo r the MSC, hailed as Malaysia's stepping Stone to developed-nation status by 2020. 

The Malaysian government has set a target of attracting 50 world-class companies to the MSC by 2003, most of which will be located 

in an '< intelligent city" called Cyberjaya. These will be complemented by a Multimedia University and operational headquarters fo r 
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mul tina tionals wishing to direct their worldwide 

manufacturing and trading activities using multimedia 

tecbnology. Together, Putrajaya and Cyberjaya are projected 

to be the nuclei of the MSC. 
To alleviate growing traffic congestion inside KL itself, a 

result of the economic boom, tbe M alaysian c3pital is 

building a new metro system. There will be three lines 

opera ted by different companies, two of which are already in 

service. The third elevated monora il line is expected to open 

mid-2002. 

The Kua la Lumpur International Airport (K U A) 

opened in June 1998 at a cost of abom U5$3.5 bill ion. 

The 1O,OOO·hecta re area makes it one of the largest ai rport 

sites in rhe world . It boasts me world's ta llest air· rraffic 

contro l tower, the biggest columnless hangar) the longest 

baggage conveyor belt system, biggest passenger lounge and 

a capo.ciry for 25 million people a year. Encircling the airport 

is a tropical forest. More than a million trees and shrubs are 

transplanted both within and outside the large passenger 

terminal complex. 

SEOUl, KOREA (ROK) 

Seoul is to co·host the 2002 Wo rld Cup soccer event. On 

April 25, 2000, eoul Mayor Goh Kun announced the 

Sang·arn Millenn ium City Project, aimed at conve rting 

Sang·am· dong area in northwes tern Seoul into the 

" Millennium City" catering to both information technology 

and environment needs. 

The pr jeet will involve, on a budget of about KRW896.9 

billion, construction of a digital media industriaL complex, an 

environment· friendly housing complex accommodating 

7,000 households, and a 6.6 million square merre ecological 

park . Upon completion in 2010, the "Millennium City" is 

expected to be inhabited by 30,000 residents, and host a 

large number of dail y commuters, amounting to a population 

of abour 400,000. 

Sang·am~dong, the venue for the 2002 World up, was 

one of the few remaining undeveloped areas with in the city. 

The site is also intersected by wide·area transport networks 

including Inchon lnternational Airport Expressway, subway 

line 6, Kyong·ui Rail way, the Han Ri ver waterways and 
Kyong~ln Canal. 

The kernel of the project is Digita l Media Center (DMC) 

which will house a 5.6 1 million squ o. re metre area of high

tech information industries including software, multimedia, 

content development, and desktop publishing businesses, 

Internet and digita l, satellite broadcasting companies. 

On the outskirts of the" Millennium City," the housing 

complex will employ such recycling and energy-saving 

systems as reuse of rainwater and the local area heating 

system supplying gas drawn from the landfill. Transi t 

systems within the complex will consist of low-pollution 

modes of transport as walking, bicycl ing, monorai ls and 

magnetic gravity trains. The "Millennium Park" wilJ consist 

of a World Cup Park, a marsh garden. an ecological park 

and a publ ic golf course with nine holes. The park is 

scheduled to be completed by June 2002, the housing 

complex by 2006 and the DM C by 2010. 

Conclusion 

It is clear that the extensive socio-environmental pro blems 

facing the cities of Pacific Asia are not beyond repair. Whi le 

big-ticket events like sports ex travaganzas and politica l 

summits ga lvanise cities imo action, the trave l industry 

should not have to wait for cities to win such evems before 
moving to address them. 

Indeed, the reverse should be the case - a consram 

programme of innova tion and renovation of cities will most 

likely boost the ci ti es' chances of winning such events, and 

upgrade quality of life for the regular citi zens, roo. Perhaps 

there is an opportuni ty for the travel industry to ask not 

what cities can do for it, bur what it can do for the ci ties, and 

to keep doing it 
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